Someone has had an asylum claim refused and their appeal turned down but they are unable to return home and are destitute

People may be unable to return to their home countries for a number of reasons (e.g. their state of health, their country will not accept them back, or it would be unsafe for them to travel). (You can read more about the asylum system at www.embraceni.org/category/information/asylum/.)

Ensure that they have claimed hardship vouchers known as Section 4 support. The Bryson One Stop Shop for Asylum Seekers can advise. (This support is only available to some people and only if they agree to return home as soon as it is feasible.)

Bryson One Stop Service for Asylum Seekers, 9 Lower Crescent, Belfast BT7 1NR

Tel: (028) 9043 9226   
E-mail: info@brysononestopservice.com 

Website: www.brysongroup.org/index.php?option=com_alphacontent&section=1&cat=1&task=view&id=139&Itemid=72
If people are ineligible for Section 4 vouchers, or cannot survive on the limited access to goods that they allow, or have a special need (e.g. for medical prescriptions) the groups listed below, can help with accessing practical assistance.

The Northern Ireland Community of Refugees and Asylum Seekers (NICRAS), 136 University Street, Belfast, BT7 1HH

Tel: (028) 9024 6699    
E-mail: nicras@hotmail.co.uk. 
NICRAS is a refugee–led support organisation.

The Red Cross in Belfast

Services Manager Neil McKittrick

Tel: (028) 9073 5350   
E-mail: nmkittrick@redcross.org.uk
(Support organisations such as these may come to EMBRACE for assistance from our Emergency Fund. We do not give money or goods to people directly but rely on other properly constituted groups to validate applications for assistance.)

Some people may get to the stage where they realise that their case for asylum cannot succeed and that they will have to return home. Refugee Action assists the UK Government with Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) programmes: VARRP (Voluntary Assisted Return and Reintegration Programme), AVRIM (Assisted Voluntary Return for Irregular Migrants) and AVRFC (Assisted Voluntary Return for Families and Children). www.refugee-action.org.uk/ourwork/assistedvoluntaryreturn.aspx 
For general enquiries phone Refugee Action Tel: 020 7654 7700.

